
Re
onstru
ting the Formation Histories of the MilkyWay and Andromeda GalaxiesA. FontInstitute for Computational Cosmology, University of Durham, UKIn hierar
hi
al 
osmologies, large galaxies like the MilkyWay and Andromeda(M31) form through the a

retion and tidal disruption of smaller (satellite)galaxies. Eviden
e of these pro
esses remains imprinted in the observed stellarproperties of the gala
ti
 halo and debris from tidally-disrupted satellites. Iwill show how 
ombining information about the age, 
hemi
al abundan
e,and phase-spa
e distribution of these stars 
an be used to re
onstru
t theformation histories of the Milky Way and M31. I will illustrate this approa
husing a suite of high resolution N-body models of Milky Way- and M31-like galaxies formed in a hierar
hi
al Lambda CDM Universe. Finally, I will
ompare these theoreti
al results with re
ent observations from state-of-the-art wide �eld surveys of these galaxies.


